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My name is Donald Hense and | am the Chairman of the Friendship Public Charter
School. Friendship serves nearly 4,000 students in grades pre-kindergarten
through 12 in Wards 5, 6, 7 and 8. Of those students, we enroll over 1000 in
grades 9-12 at the Friendship Collegiate Academy located in Ward 7 and
approximately 370 students in grades 6-10 at the Friendship Technology
Preparatory Academy in Ward 8. At full capacity, the Technology Preparatory
Academy will serve up to 620 students primarily in Ward 8. Annually, Collegiate
graduates nearly 250 students and the Technology Preparatory Academy will
graduate about 100 students. With our Collegiate Academy and partnership with
Anacostia Senior High, Friendship is responsible for 43 percent of the total on-time

graduates in Wards 7 and 8,

We applaud the Board’s efforts to review graduation requirements and agree
wholeheartedly that this is important. Qur commitm.ent is demonstrated foremost
through our results - graduation and college acceptance rates that exceed the
state average, outperform open enrollment schools and rival, if not exceed, rates
of selective enrolliment traditional public schools. Collegiate Academy has a 91
percent cohort graduation rate, which is 35 points higher than the DCPS average
and 14 points greater than the higher performing charter average. One hundred
percent of Collegiate Academy’s graduating seniors are accepted to college and

graduates have earned nearly $40 million in scholarships. We have: 24 Posse



Scholars; over 500 DC Achievers and three Gates Millennium Scholars. We get
these results through our Career Academies, which provide early career exposure
and certifications, and our Early College, which offers students two years of college
credit and a relentless focus on coursework and character skills necessary for our

students’ future success.

Through years of service to our students and discussions with colleges and
universities, we have shaped our graduation requirements. Qur program offers
students exposure to college and career experiences that are essential to their
continued engagement in high school and uitimate college and career success. Itis

with that in mind that | offer the following feedback and recommendations:

The set of graduation requirements do not reflect what is needed for
preparation for college and career. A common practice across states has been to
align high school graduation requirements to college requirements. Although
there is an appearance of rigor in terms of the sheer number of requirements, the
proposed increases miss the mark. As an example, the University of Maryland
requires:

e Four years of English

* Three years of math, including algebra | or applied math | & II, formal logic

or geometry, and algebra Hl, with a strong recommendation for a fourth

year

¢ Three years of history or social science



¢ Three years of science in at least two different areas, with at least two lab
experiences

» Two years of a foreign language

¢ To stand out, you should exceed that minimum, taking several honors

and/or Advanced Placement or International Baccalaureate courses and

additional academic electives.

Our review of college requirements revealed an emphasis on academic rigor
defined as participation in advanced academic coursework, which is not reflected
in the Board’s proposed increase in course requirements, namely physical
education and performing arts. Also, with regard to career preparation, the
proposed requirements do not entirely align. Students at Friendship would
potentially have to forego career academy courses in exchange for satisfying these
requirements. To put this in concrete terms, a Friendship Collegiate student could
lose the opportunity to take a Cisco certification course due to additional physical

education and performing arts requirements.

The proposed requirements instead reduce academic rigor for students on an
accelerated track. The increase in course requirements monopolizes valuable
time for students who could potentially take additional Advanced Placement or
other college prep courses. For Friendship Early College students, it means
potentially sacrificing students’ opportunities to earn college credit or to take

Advanced Placement courses and potentially test out of college courses.



Conversely, the proposed requirements may go so far as to depress graduation
rates, in particular, among students performing below grade level. Likewise, for
the many students requiring additional support to catch up, the trade-off of having
to satisfy a physical education or performing arts credit instead of strengthening
basic skills hinders their chances of reading and mathematics proficiency, high
school success and ultimately graduation. The Board should therefore reduce the

proposed additional credits in performing arts and physical education.

We support the removal of the Carnegie Unit from the graduation requirements
for all subject areas. We applaud the board’s efforts to move away from seat
hour requirements to a competency based system, joining numerous other states
including Maryland. However, the proposal as outlined does not go far enough.
Without the inclusion of all academic subjects, inciuding core, students are held
captive to meeting seat hour requirements, limiting their ability to accelerate
learning and stay on track to graduate within four years. For students who are
struggling, binding them to the archaic Carnegie Unit measure will continue to
push students to drop out of school. While we are excited about the District of
Columbia moving toward competency based education, the work already done by
many states in this area as well as lessons learned should propel us forward at a

much faster rate than what the current proposal provides.

Finally, { submit to you actual transcripts of students who are now successful high
school graduates and attending college. One student currently attends Columbia
University while another is a Posse Scholar and the third is a Gates Millennium

Scholar. Each benefitted from rigorous advanced placement coursework, career



prep electives and early college programming -- graduates who under your
proposed system would have been forced to forgo more rigorous coursework for
irrelevant requirements and would have been much less competitive for the
selective colleges they attend and the competitive workplace programs where
they will seek employment upon graduation. Surely, the Board does not intend

through its proposal to diminish the life chances of students such as these.

The Board must reconsider this proposal. It would be beneficial to all, most
importantly the students, if the individuals who actually graduate them are

included in the discussion from the beginning and not as an afterthought.
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